Rheumatoid arthritis: an association with pemphigus foliaceous.
We have observed a high incidence of pemphigus foliaceous, in the absence of therapy with penicillamine, within a small population of patients with rheumatoid arthritis. We suggest that penicillamine as well as inducing autoimmune disease might exacerbate subclinical pemphigus foliaceous in this group, accounting for those few patients whose skin disease fails to resolve following drug withdrawal. Pemphigus and rheumatoid arthritis have both been associated with HLA DR4, which was present in all three of our patients who were tested.